" “irthe more hopeful tendenciés of the day a reeoil from 2 cold
“ ‘ryagerialism, and a yearning for the spiritual ideal. This ideal
- Hié finds realized in the :Roman Catholic Church. Be-that as it
may, undoubtedly it is'true that the pessimistic cast of much of
- our literature is due to the pnsettled: mood which arises from
transition. . Philosophy:is leading literature back to the ideal—
old ideals, but -trinsfigured into’ an uswonted brightness.
(Houghton, Mifilin & Co., Bostdn.) -

Thoreai’s ‘reeord ‘of. comments and descriptions of the four
seasons has now béen completed by the publication of Awium.
(Houghton, Miffiin ‘& Co;, -Boston.) Thoreau, in -a measure,
weote' his own biography in his journals, and kept a rusning rec-
ord; miot so. much- of experience as.of observation. .His journal
relates to the scasons less by definite reflection. upon them than
by:the registry from day to day of natural phenomena and inci-
dents in the Iife of the woods and the fields. Thoreau takes his
evé from days as they pase, and consequently selections from his
Journal which have their date in the antuma constitute a kind of
natura] history of this season, - We have in this volume, as-in all
Thoreau's works, not a définite, progressive, and orderly state-
‘mént, but keen observation, incisive comment, and idiosyncratic
fort, " - 1f the journal could not. be published entire, it is difficult.
‘tosimagine a more ntelligent and trustworthy principle of selec-
tion. to. bring out the best thatis.in them than that which has
been adopted by theeditor of these four volumes.. .

-« The Pagan Review”

This new: British publicatioa ‘is but a moderate’ straw; which
indicates . the” blowing of no very violent wind, ' It-is not an
orgarized assault upon any citadel of received doctrine; its pro-
moters: do, tiot appear to be troubled about creeds. - Nor have
they any ‘desire to be unkind;. their only direct polemic state-
‘ment is that ¢ the religion of our forefathers has not only ceased
for us personally, but is no longer in any vital and general-sense
a sovereign power i the realm.” It is a thing of the pas, these
youag gentlemen. think;.and, as.such. hardly worthy of more
words: though they amiably (and somewhat inconsistently) admit
that «it is still fruitful ‘of vast good.”. Disdaining to slay the
-slain,: they are concerned . with the inaugaration of “a new
epach.” which ¢ is indeed in-many respects; already begun.” . The
«chief feature of this new epach appears to be the deliverance of
' Wioman from feudal and conventional bonds. . (As for Man, he.
is perhaps in this regard tolerably free already ; ‘but Woman is
‘not.): - Those concerned will please .notice that «the long half-
acknowledged, half:denjed duel between Man and Woman'is. to
cease,”  Not thatthese reformers wish «to disintegrate, degrade,
abolish marriage;” on the contrary, they ¢ would: fain see that.
sexual union become the flower of humanlife. .But first the
tubbish must be cleared away.” ' N :

" Lestthisprogramme should appear.tooprecise, the+« Foreword ”
g£oes on to say that + these remarks must pot be ‘taken too liter-
ally " as indicating the character of the new petiodical, which is
to-be “purely literary, not philosophical, partisan, or propagand-
'isty 7. e, itis net.a revicw at all, but a magazine with a bias,
1t is;to be *a mouthpiece of the new pagan- sentiment of the
younger genération.” |. And what is this” sentiment? Here at

-last we get something, definite.. ¢ The supreme interest of Man is
~=Waoman; and the mest profound and fascinating 'problem to

Woman is Man.”.  Therefore ¢ literatare dominated by the vari-
ous forms. of the sexual guestion should prevail.”  True, the
French have;sometimes gone too far, and ‘there are minor mat

-ters which deserve attention in  their degree. . Matthew Arnold
said that Conduct was three-fourths of Life—notthe whole ofit.
“The Pagao Review" (in substance)accepts this.dictum; substi-
tating for « Conduct” * the Sexnal Emotion.”
“"Fhe. contents of the first number fairly carry out the profes-
‘sions of the « Foreword.” ~Feelings and relations supposed to
“-exist betweea ‘men and women fursish the inspiring- theme,
‘Bit Zolaesque realisni—and realism of any kind, indéed~=is
"happily absent. ~“The ardor is imaginative, dreamy, romantic,
One of thie stories goes back to prehistoric’ (or ‘undated) barba-
xrigm forita theme;.another is called « The Rape of the Sabines;”
‘s third has'its -seene 'in” “dp upland glade among the Hima-
“layds ;" only the worst and: feeblest of the lot ‘comes ‘4s near
home' as- Parid, The prose’pieces -are not-less poetical than
those which' essay meter and thyme. S i
"1t 1% not-necessary to take these young writers as serlously as
they take themselves. - Their effort is not so mich. tc be wicked
5 rom, bonds which they could not easily describe:
-honest, very restless, and extremely “eager
hat-—except that it is to get into the depths
ng expetience of ‘what it is, to
ht be. Their work smacks of

;¢ Life," an ptime, I
.- depict what they:fancy it m

by | ' The Christian Union

‘wnoccupie

‘dral town to be found :in English fiction.

‘ Milne, William J. :Standard Arithmetic. .65 cts;

d energies and too much leisure
they suppose ; we had far too m'u.ch.oﬁ th‘; &
QOne of two of ‘them show ability, but nal
Thames on fire, Mr. Swinburne (whain
is far and away their master. -

is‘,f;o one nee()i( lose sleep through fear 6f t
Review” is going to do. ~ As the editor pi ,
at thoroughgoing unpopularity ;7 and Lh:s jin

t¢ compass. ‘%
Literary Notes
__A new complete edition of P2re Lacords
ferences at Notre Dame de Paris will be p
month by Thomas Whittaker. The same
announces a new cheap reissue of ¢ The Classasd
by J. Comper Gray. L
__The é&dition de luxe of * A Window in
advancing. There will be only 550  copi
Britain, and America, and each copy-will Jh
book is. printed by Messrs. R. & R. Clar]
special English hand-made paper, and will be sok
cation at thirty-one shillings and sixpence
will be advanced. The etchings by Mr. ]
are particularly successful, more ‘especl
«Jess,” which is said to be a triumph. "<
_In accordance with a wish expressed
eral years ago, his literary executor; Mg’
land, Me,, will prepare his biographg..
fellow Mr, Whittier ‘had i

‘ in. mind’ the -pro
would bea call for some accouat of his own lif
t6 collect materials that would be serviceal
These he intrusted to Mr. Pickard, who ‘assi
collection. It was his wish that his-friends
served letters he wrote them which con
b of interést to readers of his memoirs, woitldise
Pickard, who will carefully préesefve:and promptl
—Messrs. Dodd, Mead & Co., of this ¢
attractive. edition of the most .interpsti
Trollope’s novels, the * Barchester Tow
the wmovel of thdt name, “ The Warden;
age,”" « Dr. Thorae,” ¢ The Small House:
“Last  Chronicles: of Barset.”' Thesi
in - thirteer - volumies, and illustrated: by
designs’ by C. R. ‘Grant. . The ‘most -accora
study of English clerical and - country life

group. of novels.  The publishers;also al
copies-of the same edition, st
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